2io         XKe Science of Happiness

ancestors were shut within the precincts of a
narrow building which only the members of their
tribe could enter. Gradually the widened edifice
has served to shelter actors belonging to larger
and larger groups. Now the entire world is
contributing to make our individual life more
interesting.

We profit by certain pleasures, just as we derive
benefit from sleep unconsciously. Vainly do they
adorn existence and obtain for us unexpected de-
lights. We ignore these pleasvres by not giving
them our attention. But let us try to pause before
the spectacle observed in a sort of lethargy. Let
us reflect for an instant upon the varied pleasures
which we obtain by reading a paper that publishes
for our perusal the most curious facts, collected
from every quarter of the globe. Moreover, if
a phenomenon becomes especially interesting, the
paper will take pains to present its most striking,
most dramatic, most exciting sides.

Seated in an arm-chair, we follow all the vicissi-
tudes of the world-theatre. Unknown people
are thus working in distant countries to arouse, to
maintain, and to satisfy our curiosity. How many
varied sensations, how many intense pleasures,
how many noble and lofty thoughts spring up
within us at the contact of this life of the human